
2009 South Dakota/North Dakota Pipeline Safety Seminar Attendees 
 
 

Matt Ehrman, Mechanical Engineer 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
Bismarck, N.D. 
 

Tony Skonhovd, Operations and Maintenance Supervisor 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
Groton Generation Station 
Groton, S.D. 
 

Rich Chaska, Corrosion Consultant 
Bear Paw Energy, LLC 
Sidney, Mont. 
 

Sheila Suurmeier, Generation Compliance Coordinator 
Black Hills Corp. 
Rapid City, S.D. 
 

Frank Hauk, O&M Supervisor, Ben French Station 
Black Hills Power 
Rapid City, S.D. 
 

Doug Winkka, O & M Manager 
Black Hills Power 
Rapid City, S.D. 
 

Michelle Slyder, DOT Compliance Coordinator 
CHS, Inc.  
Laurel, Mont. 
 

Jamie Bauer, Electrical/Instrumentation Technician 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Randy Biffert, Maintenance Superintendent 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Brian Dschaak, Maintenance Supervisor 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Mark Filipek, Electrical/Instrumentation Technician 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Ken Geiger, Electrical/Instrumentation Superintendent 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Keith Harildstad, Mechanical Engineer 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Randy Heitz, Operation Supervisor  
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Danny Hillerud, Electrical/Instrumentation Supervisor 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Matthew Miller, Mechanical Engineer 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Ronnie Opp, Maintenance Technician 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Jerry J. Voegele, Electrical/Instrumentation Supervisor 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 
 

Clarence Winfrey, Compliance Specialist 
Dakota Gasification Co.  
Beulah, N.D. 

Darryl Sayler, Public Awareness Coordinator/ROW Agent 
Enbridge Pipelines (North Dakota) LLC 
Minot, N.D. 

 
Terry Hanson 
Gas Training Specialties 
Mitchell, S.D. 
 

 
Bob Bachmeier 
Granville (N.D.) Propane Distribution System  
Granville, N.D. 
 

Karma Kelly, Asst. Finance Officer  
Humboldt Municipal Gas Utility 
Humboldt, S.D. 
 

Kristie Ellis, Finance Officer  
Humboldt Municipal Gas Utility 
Humboldt, S.D. 

Dan Miller, Sr. Engineer 
MidAmerican Energy 
Sioux City, Iowa 

Gary A. Meiners, Distribution Engineering Supervisor 
MidAmerican Energy 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 



Dan Hoeffner, Instructor 
Mitchell Technical Institute 
Mitchell, S.D. 
 

Ron Blum, Gas Superintendent 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Bismarck, N.D. 
 

Toby Bordewyk, Region Engineer III 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Bismarck, N.D. 
 

Troy DeBeaumont, Staff Engineer 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Bismarck, N.D. 
 

Danny Hood, Staff Engineer 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Spearfish, S.D. 
 

Rick Himmelspach, Engineer Associate 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Rapid City, S.D. 
 

Gary Higlin, Construction Supervisor 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Rapid City, S.D. 
 

Marc Lewis, Region Engineer 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Rapid City, S.D. 
 

Jim Lien, Engineer Associate 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Rapid City, S.D. 
 

Evan Lynch, Engineer Associate 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Minot, N.D. 
 

Jim Mann, Black Hills Region Gas Superintendent 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Rapid City, S.D. 
 

J.R. Rasmussen, Technical Training Coordinator 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Bismarck, N.D. 
 

Ken Stubberud, Engineer Technician 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Rapid City, S.D. 
 

Vern Wehri, Technical Training Coordinator 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Bismarck, N.D. 
 

Casey Williamson, Engineer Technician 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Rapid City, S.D. 
 

Chad Olson, Director 
North Dakota One Call 
Steele, N.D. 
 

Sally Fossum, Public Awareness Coordinator 
North Dakota Pipeline Association 
Eden Prairie, Minn. 

Kent Meyer, Pipeline Operator 
North Star Energy LLC 
Pollock, S.D. 

  
Arlyn Ritter, General Manager 
North Star Energy LLC 
Selby, S.D. 
 

Daniel Cerkoney, Corrosion Engineer  
Northern Border Pipeline 
Dickinson, N.D. 
 

Thomas Gill, Electrical Instrument and Controls 4 
Northern Border Pipeline 
Wolf Point, Mont. 
 

Michael Kost, Execution Lead 
Northern Border Pipeline 
Wetonka, S.D. 
 

Dan Maschka, Public Awareness Manager 
Northern Natural Gas 
Omaha, Neb. 
 

Steve Arbach, Manager of Engineer 
NorthWestern Energy 
Huron, S.D. 
 

Melissa Baruth, DOT Coordinator 
NorthWestern Energy 
Huron, S.D. 
 

Mike Cameron, Brookings Area Manager 
NorthWestern Energy 
Huron, S.D. 
 

Teresa McGrath, Safety Coordinator 
NorthWestern Energy 
Butte, Mont. 
 

Dennis Placke, Engineer  
NorthWestern Energy 
Grand Island, Neb. 
 



Dave McElroy, Landfill Superintendent 
Sioux Falls Regional Sanitary Landfill 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Gordon Woods, Vice President  
South Dakota Intrastate Pipeline Co. 
Pierre, S.D. 
 

Larry Englerth, Executive Director 
South Dakota One Call Board 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Troy Styer, Pipeline Safety Coordinator 
South Dakota Pipeline Association 
Wolsey, S.D. 
 

Demaris Axthelm, Administrative Assistant 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
Pierre, S.D. 

Kara Semmler, Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
Pierre, S.D. 
 

Nathan Solem, Pipeline Safety Program Manager 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
Pierre, S.D. 
 

Stacy Splittstoesser, Pipeline Safety Engineer 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
Pierre, S.D. 
 

Rob Latimer, Senior Land Representative 
TransCanada Keystone Pipeline 
Omaha, Neb. 
 

Jeff Boyce, Pipeline Technician 
TransCanada Pipeline US 
Glen Ullin, N.D. 
 

Beth Jensen, Manager, Government Affairs 
TransCanada Pipeline US 
Omaha, Neb. 
 

Doug Larson, Project Manager 
TransCanada Pipeline US 
Wetonka, S.D. 
 

James Weisenhorn, Assist. Federal Security Director 
Transportation Security Administration 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 
 

Wayne St. Germain, Pipeline Safety Specialist 
U.S. Department of Transportation/PHMSA/TQ 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Leonard Steiner, State Liaison 
U.S. Department of Transportation/PHMSA 
Kansas City, Mo. 
 

Cathy Walsh, Forestry Technician 
USFS Medora RD 
Dickinson, N.D. 
 

Richard Brierley, EH&S Coordinator, Northern Rockies 
Whiting Oil & Gas 
New Town, N.D. 
 

Steve Knutson, Plant Supervisor 
Whiting Oil & Gas 
New Town, N.D. 

Steve Meagher, Construction Supervisor 
Whiting Oil & Gas 
New Town, N.D. 

Tina Beach, Pipeline Safety Awareness Coordinator 
Williston Basin Interstate Pipeline Co. 
Glendive, Mont. 

  
John Bertsch, Working Foreman 
Williston Basin Interstate Pipeline Co. 
Baker, Mont. 
 

David Brown, Station Supervisor 
Williston Basin Interstate Pipeline Co. 
Belle Fourche, S.D. 
 

Bob Moore, Construction Supervisor 
Williston Basin Interstate Pipeline Co. 
Baker, Mont. 
 

Boyd Plummer, Baker District Manager 
Williston Basin Interstate Pipeline Co. 
Baker, Mont. 
 

Rich Schmidt 
Watertown Municipal Utilities 
Watertown, S.D. 
 

Jerry Burns 
Watertown Municipal Utilities 
Watertown, S.D. 
 

Tim Brown, Plant Manager 
Xcel Energy 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Paul Durbin, Field Operations Supervisor 
Xcel Energy 
Grand Forks, N.D. 
 



Ron Jablinske, Manager, Gas & Electric Field Operations 
Xcel Energy 
Fargo, N.D. 
 

Karen Riggenbach-Vaughn,  
Public Awareness Programs Manager 
Xcel Energy 
Denver, Colo. 

 
Vendors 

 
Mike DeRosset, Owner 
DeRosset Co. 
Kansas City, Kan. 
 

Troy Galvin, Regional Sales Manager 
Forrer Supply Co. 
S. St. Paul, Minn. 
 

Thomas V. Gobin, President 
GAS Products Sales, Inc. 
Sullivan, Mo. 
 

Gary Ebnet, Territory Manager 
Groebner & Associates 
Monticello, Minn. 
 

Sean Killoran, Sales Consultant 
Heath Consultants, Inc. 
Overland, Kan. 

Gene Lawhead,  
Western Regional Manager for Oil & Gas Products 
JM Eagle 
Centennial, Colo. 
 

Ron Fichtner, Vice President 
KAL, Inc. 
Hastings, Neb. 

Mark Melia, Sales Representative Omaha Office 
Nelson Technologies, Inc. 
Eden Prairie, Minn. 
 

Scott Harris, Account Manger 
Novaspect, Inc. 
Bismarck, N.D. 
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