Nnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 12, 2009

The Honorable Kent Conrad The Honorable Judd Gregg
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Budget Committee on Budget
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Conrad and Ranking Member Gregg:
We oppose using the budget reconciliation process to expedite passage of climate legislation.

Enactment of a cap-and-trade regime is likely to influence nearly every feature of the U.S.
economy. Legislation so far-reaching should be fully vetted and given appropriate time for
debate, something the budget reconciliation process does not allow. Using this procedure would
circumvent normal Senate practice and would be inconsistent with the Administration’s stated
goals of bipartisanship, cooperation, and openness.

We commend you for holding the recent hearing, entitled “Procedures for Consideration of the
Budget Resolution/Reconciliation,” which discussed important recommendations for the
upcoming budget debale. Maintaining integrity in the budget process is critical to safeguarding
the fiscal health of the United States in these challenging times.

Sincerely,







