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On January 30, 2023, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a Complaint against Banghart Properties, LLC, Gettysburg, South Dakota (Banghart), 
filed by the Commissioner staff (Staff). The Complaint alleges Banghart operated as a grain buyer 
without a license in both license years, 2022 and 2023, among other allegations. Notice of the 
Complaint was sent to Banghart on January 30, 2023. 

 
On February 2, 2023, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and 

the answer deadline of February 20, 2023, to interested entities and persons on the Commission’s 
PUC Weekly Filings electronic listserv. On February 7, 2023, Staff filed a Supplemental Affidavit 
of Cody Chambliss. On February 17, 2023, Banghart filed an Answer to the Complaint. On March 
20, 2023, Banghart filed a Motion to Allow Delivery on Open Contracts and an Affidavit of Jan 
Banghart in Support of Motion to Allow Delivery of Open Contracts. On March 30, 2023, the 
Commission issued an Order Denying Motion to Allow Delivery on Open Contracts. On April 4, 
2023, Banghart filed a Motion for Expedited Order Granting Class A Grain Buyer License (Motion). 
On April 5, 2023, Staff filed a confidential letter of denial and Banghart’s Confidential Grain 
Buyer/Grain Warehouse Application. 

 
The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 and 

49-45, specifically, SDCL 49-45-1, 49-45-7.1, 49-45-10, and 49-1-9.1. The Commission may rely 
upon any or all of these or other laws of this state in making its determination. 

 
Pursuant to ARSD 20:10:01:22.02, the Commission may order a hearing on less than ten 

days’ notice if the Commission determines good cause exists therefor. The Commission finds 
that, because South Dakota grain producers are at risk of financial loss and the time remaining in 
the 2023 licensing period is short, there is ample reason to hear the Motion on less than ten days’ 
notice. 

 
A hearing will be held beginning at 1:00 p.m., CDT on April 27, 2023, in Room 413 of the 

Capitol Building, 500 E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, South Dakota. 
 
At the hearing, each party will be permitted to present an opening statement summarizing 

the evidence that such party will offer into evidence and to briefly and concisely state the issues 
involved in the case. The issues to be determined by the Commission are whether Banghart 
violated state law by purchasing grain without a license, whether Banghart violated state law by 
failing to pay a producer within the 30 days required by state law, whether there is good cause to 
deny a license, and whether the Commission shall issue a grain buyer license to Banghart. 
 

The hearing will be a quasi-judicial adversarial proceeding conducted pursuant to SDCL 
Chapter 1-26. All parties will have the opportunity to appear, present evidence, cross-examine 






