1097-139

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT
FILED BY GEMINI COMPANIES, INC.,
SIOUX FALLS, SD, AGAINST U S WEST
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. REGARDING
THE COST OF BASIC PUBLIC ACCESS
LINES

Public Utilities Commission of the State of South Dakota
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Gemini Companies, Inc.

3818 S. Western Ave., #202
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

S
Telophone (605) 335-6762
Fax (605) 335-1018

July 24, 1997

Mr. William Bullard, Executive Director
Pubiic Utilities Commission

State Capitol Building
Pierre, SD 57501-5070

Dear Mr. Bullard

is our Complaint form regarding the rates US West charges for Basic Public

Access Lines in the state of South Dakota.

1 am sending you a copy of the complaint by fax today and mailing the original. I will be
in Pierre on Monday, July 28th for a hearing and I would appreciste the opportuaity to
discuss this complaint with you or a member of your staff.

Sincerely,
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rcng Ludvigsen, 3801 E, Florida, #400, Denver, CO 80210

The facts giviag rise to my complaint:

Gemini Companies, Inc. is responsible for the payment of phone bills
for Basic Public Access Lines to pay telephones located in South
Dakota, North Dekota, Minnesota, and Iowa, These lines are provided
by US West in all of the above-mentioned states and by eight other

t t eight other phone compan and US
West in the other states, sell service to payphone providers on a
flat-rated basis, InSouth Dakota, US West requires the use of a
metered, or nuue-blud rate in areas where their equipment allows
them to messure service, The effect of this requirement is that our
average monthly US West phone bills in South Dakota are $10 to $15
_higher than our US West monthly phone bills in the other states and
$22 per month higher than our monthly average of phone bills from
the eight other South Dakota companies,
received is identical:
blocking features,

In each case the service
basic disl tone with certain screeming and




1 ask that the Public Utittios Commision grant Lhe foliowing refiel. (What do you thiak the Commussion
should do to ssive this predlem?)

The tariff for Basic Public Access lines contains a flat-rate option
which is reasonable and comparable to the price in other states/from

other companieg, We ask that the Commission mandate the use of the
flat rate apd eliminate the measured-service required rate.
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s e TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS

State Capitol 500 E. Capitol for the period of:

Pierre,SD_57501.5070 08/01/97 through 08/07/97

Phone: (800) 332-1782 Sl et
Ming faxed, overnight expressed, or
Fax: (605) 773-3809 Y (e

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY
Application by ComTel Computer Corp. for a Certificate of Authority to operate as a telecommunications company within the
state of South Dakota, (Staff: TS/TZ) "ComTel proposes to offer long distance voice telecommunications services ... such
as 1+ direct dial calling, switched in-bound toll free service, travel card, debit card services and directory assistance.”

n by Micro-Comm, Inc. for a Certificate of Mmmly o operate asa l-locommumubom company within the state of

TC97-137 | South Dakota. (Staff. TSIKC) Micro-Comm proposes to services to for direct voice and
data communications...". Micro-Comm will offer 1+, WA‘I’S calling card, and debit card services

tion by KCI Long Distance, Inc. for a Certificate of Authority to operate as a telecommunications company within the state

TC97-138 | of South Dakota. (Staff: TS/KC) “KCI seeks authority to provide WATS, 800, travel card and debit card services. KCl does | 08/01/97 0822197

not intend to provide 900 or 700 services.”

FORMAL COMPLAINT FILED

Gemini Companies, Inc. vs U S WEST Communications. Gemini purchases Basic Public Access Lines from U S WEST and
eight other local exchange companies in South Dakota. "U S WEST requires the use of metered, or message-based rate in
areas where their equipment allows them to measure service. The effect of this requirement is that our average monthly U S
i) WEST phone bills in South Dakota are $10 to $14 higher than our U S WEST monthly phone bills in the other states and $22 | 07/28/97
per month higher than our monthly average of phone bills from the eight other South Dakota companies. In each case the
service received is identical: basic dul tone with certain -cvawm and blocking features. [Gemini] asks that the Comnission
mandate the use of the flat ra liminat rvice required rate.” (Staff: DJ/CH)
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT FILED ) ORDER FINDING NO

BY GEMINI COMPANIES, INC., SIOUX FALLS, ) PROBABLE CAUSE

SD, AGAINST U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, )

INC. REGARDING THE COST OF BASIC ) TC97-139
)

PUBLIC ACCESS LINES

On July 28, 1997, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) received a
from Gemini Ci ies, Inc. (Gemini) against U S WEST Communications, Inc. (U S

WEST) regarding the cost of basic public access lines. Gemini requested that the Commission
mandate the use of a flat rate and eliminate the measured service rate. Gemini alleged that the
effect of U S WEST's measured rate is to cause higher bills for Gemini in South Dakota as compared
fo surrounding states. At its regularly meeting of 9, 1997, the C issi
deferred action on this matter.

MMmARSDZO‘IONMDI“ZO!OOiOO nnmmumummn
formal action, the C shows cause of an uniawful
or unreasonable act, rate, wmwmwwmmwm

On September 25, 1997, at its duly noticed meeting, the C NS Si L the
as well as comments from Gemini and staff.

SDCL Chapters 49-

The Commission finds that it has jurisdiction over this matter
13 and 49-31 and ARSD 20:10:01:08.01 and 20:10:01:09. InDodthCQ7-m the Commission
did not mandate the use of a flat rate for U S WEST's Smart Public Access Lines. Consistent with
that decision, the C i voted fo find no cause. ltis

ORDERED, that there is no probable cause of an unlawful or unreasonable act, rate,
practice, or omission.
Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this , iﬂ day of October, 1997.

CERTWICATE OF SERWCE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifes that this 2
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PAMN N;L;ON Commissioner
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, Commissioner
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