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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITffiS Ci:OMMISSION 

f • iOF THE STATE OF SOUTHDkOTA ' . . I 
• 

IN THE MATTER Of tim APPLICATION 
OF DAKOTA ACCESS, LLC FOR AN 
ENERGY FACILITY PERMIT TO 
CONSTRUCT THE DAKOTA ACCESS 
PIPELINE i. 

•• 

i j 
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA) 

' :SS 
COUNTY OF MINN~HAHA) 

HP14-002 

PRE-
1 

FILED TESTIMONY OF 
---+--ORRIN GEIDEc__ __ _ 

Orrin Geide, b~ing first duly swam on his/her oath, deposes and states as follows: 

Please state y~ur riame and address. 

Orrin Geide 
' ' 

i 
46134 263rd Stteet 

Hartford, SD 5.7033 

How are you ii\.volyed with the Dakota Access Pipel'ne project? 

I am a landownbr in Minnehaha County, South Dakota affected by the proposed Dakota 

Access Pipelind. 

Please describ~ the history of your family's land ow ership, and whether farming 

will be continu~d by younger generations. 

EXHIBIT 

t::r Lf 



. I 

. ! ll 

My land is ourlfamrlies home place which was purcha ed by my father in 1950 and has 

' I I 
been passed d~wn to me so that the farming operation could continue. This land will be 

. i I 
affected by the! proposed Dakota Access Pipeline. 

' I 

I 
Please describ)l yo;ur current farming operations. 

I grow corn, so~belns and livestock. We use conventional and no till operations. 
I I 

To the best yoL ~owledge, what area(s) of your Joperty will the Dakota Access 

! 
Pipeline cross; 1 

. ; I 
· It will cross th~oug~ the east side of my quarter along 

1 
he section line affecting crop 

: I I 
ground and alsil m1, pasture which is contains my buffalo herd. 

; ! 

How close is tlie pipeline to any building, bin or pen, water source, or farming 
I ' I 

facilities. (i.e., ~torJge area, feedlot, grazing area, etc.)? 

It will run righJ on Jop of my water source which I hJe three wells that I draw from. 

i I 

PI d . "bi I . I h t . t" f I d I ease escn e any spec1a c arac er1s JCS o your property an farm and, and/or 

whether you plan fo build any houses, outbuildingsj shelter belts, or other structures 
I I 
I I 

on your property.! 

I have plans fo~ pla~ting a shelter belt where the proposed pipeline will nm through. 

i I 
I 
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i 
' i 
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. ! 
Please descrilie which of your farming operations or other land uses will he 

! I ~ • I 
impaired by tfe ~akota Access Pipeline and how t ey will be impaired. 

The highly proruc~ive land used for raising our crops rill be greatly impaired by the 

pipeline. If th~ pip~ line is built, our crops will never oe the same. Disturbed soil from 

pipeline jnstallltioJ and the heat produced from the pi~eline after installation will both 
· 1 ! I 

have detrimen~l efects on crop land. It will never retul rn to it's highly productive state. 

i I 
In addition, wh;en a~ oil spill occurs, it will leave our farmland and crops saturated. That 

land can.no loJger be farmed and is considered worthless. That was proven by the oil 

•. i I I 
spills in both B!mtdn, Mich. on Sept. 16,2014 and in Bismarck, ND on Sept. 29,2013. 

We are also grJatly! concerned with stray voltage that Lay come from this pipeline. The 
, ' I 

soil, mineral add mbisture content of the land in additibn to steel posts are all conductors 

of electricity. fherl are 3 wells on that section of laJ that our family runs livestock 

through .• If strJy Jltage were to occur, it could be hJardous and possibly deadly to our 

i I I 

I 
livestock. 

I 
, I 

Has your far"'lan.;l been improved with drain tile? If so, please describe whether 
: I 

you are conce1nedJ that pipeline construction may damage and impair the drain tile 

performa. nee an.: d i~vestment. 
1

1 

. i I 
I am waiting approVal from the NRCS for drain tile installation in the fall of2015. 

i I I . 

P. I' • t ! t' 'II I . . h dr . '} I tpe me cons 1c tr wt great y tmpatr t e am tt e performance and investment. 

i 

I 
I -3-



I 
Do you believ~ that the Dakota Access Pipeline will pose a threat of serious injury to 

the environm~nt Ar the inhabitants within the sitin~ area? If so, why? 

Yes! I are veJ cclcerned about an oil leak which wall~ g~t into our water supply. In 

addition, the p~pelile is proposed to run Y.rnile to thelwestofWall Lake, which is 
· I I · 

I 
approximately/2 V. miles from our land. Wall Lake is part of the aquifer system to the 

i 
city of Sioux F,alls. It is the backup reservoir to our highest populated city. An oil leak 

will hav~ deva~atitg effects! 
. ! 

; 

Do you believl that the Dakota Access Pipeline will substantially impair the health, 

safety and wejfarJ of the inhabit~nts of the siting area? If so, why? 

Yes!! This propos~d pipeline will be carrying HAZARDOUS MATERIAL! It is 

extremely flam!ma~le. Bakken crude oil has a low flaJhpoint and may be more explosive 

than conventiohal Jrude oil. It is also toxic!! The canler-causing agent, benzene, is 
. I I 

detected in the ioil.IBreathing benzene can cause droyvsiness, dizziness, tachycardia 

(rapid heart rate), Headache, tremors, confusion, uncdnsclousness, and death. 1 am 

very concerne~ for/au the inhabitants in the sitting are~. . ' l . I 

Have you beeJ sujd by Dakota Access Pipeline to c
1 

mpel court ordered access to 

your land? If~o, ~1) Has Dakota Access Pipeline pJovided you any legal authority 
. i I I 

(i.e., state stat~.: te) ~upporting its claim that you hallle no right to exclude Dakota 
. , I 

Access from your land at the time of said lawsuit? nd (2) Have you incurred legal 
. I I I . I 

• : ,! • . • • 
fees m defend1rg ~gamst said lawsmt? 

. : I . 

r I 
I 
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Yes, I have bebn served with a Summons and Complaint for Preliminary Injunction to 

. • i A I N Dak A h I 'd d . h I I h . Prov1de Burve:y qcess. o, ota ccess as not Rrov1 e me w1t any ega aut onty 
. I I 

supporting its flail Yes, I have and continue to incur legal fees. . 

l I 

Has any.· reprJseJative of Dakota Access Pipeline rade any statements to you or 
• I I 

others that y~~ bJiieve are not true? If so, please rplain. 
. I I 

At the Januaryi22, !2015 public meeting in Sioux Fall , I had asked the Dakota Access 

representatives! nulerous questions regarding the pipJJine project. After I asked these 

questions and ~avJ my concerns, Joey Mahmoud, Viet President- Engineering, stated 

that we have "tlrJdy talked about most of these issuis". That statement was simply not 

true. None oq~.. e Juestions that I asked have ever beer
1 

personally addressed to me or to 
! I 

my famiiy- n~t thtt night and not to this day. 

' I 

I I 
Please state a~y o•her concerns you have regardin the Dakota Access Pipeline. 

I 
I am concerned with all of the proposed project "bene 1ts" that Dakota Access is 

' I I . , I 

proposing. Th~ est~mated monetary benefits that the state receives in the short term 
. I I 

does not compfe tt the .lm!g :tm:m. monetary benefits rat Dakota Access and the 'big 

oil' companies rill, be filling their pockets with 'indefinitely'. Alaska does not have 

income tax dueJ to ~venues that they receive off the pi~elines. Do not approve a pipeline 

that will not be~efiJ our state for the life of that pipe!Je. 

If the pipeline Je~t is approved, I am also greatly coLerned with how that will effect 
• i I 

our property viue.l 

I 
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i 
When ait oil spill Happens, who will pay for the clean up? When our farmland is left 

. I I 
saturated and torthless, what kind of financial compensation will be offered? Will it be 

to the Jandowders latisfaction or will ~ings wind up L long protracted legal battles in 
. ! I . : 

I I . 
court? 1 1 

( 

! I , 
I ' 

Pipeline spills ;are 1'nevitable whether i~ be from material, welding and equipment failure, 

· h1 
• p· 1· · · I · · d ·d corros1Qr or t ,e enrtronment. tpe m~s reqmre constant momtormg an acct ents may 

result from unietec;ted failures due to insufficient or ~elayed monitoring, deficient 

• • I I t d . 'd .. 1 f I I I mtegnty managemen proce ures or ma equate trammg o contra center personne . am 

very concemeJ abJut the quality and i~stallation ofthl pipeline as well as the monitoring 
. i I . 

of this line. 1 

· I I ! 

Another:GREAT cbncem is that there is no state agency/inspectors/etc that will enforce 

permit conditidns, lasement agreemenJs or "police" tJe pipeline. That is very 
. ! I : I 

FRlGHTE~G t1 my family and to 0yself. They arb just given a free pass to do as 

. ' I i I 
they please on the I

1
and that we have worked so hard t9 take care of!! 

: I I 
. . ~ I . I 

; I 
Would you be(available to present te8timony and respond to questions during the 

; I ' I 
formal hearin~ sc~eduled for Septe~ber 29 through October 8, 2015? 

Yes ; I ! I 

.

. , 1: 

• i 
Does that comilude your testimony? 

I 

Yes. 

' 
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Subscribed and'swornjbeJre me this~ day of (f 10,, ~ , 2015. 
. : ~ 
• r /I 

l"""~ ..... .,,.,. .. ,.,~.;;;.;•o:,;,,<,.,,~··"""i""'''"~ ~~ -~~ 
~ MAni. 'fS J. B.·. ARI"+~A~<li·~ 'fi Notary Pu~Ii~ -ISout~ Dakota ., . 
~ ~NOTA!'V !T ;:·;: .·,. C'"" ·~ MyCommtsstoriExptres: f-dO -2CJ/tf 
J~~~oum [;,\f;o•'f-L:}::tl & 
-~lo.-~4'>~~-~-k..-'lt~ ... \~t ... O!l:~sl.~ , I .. 

I 
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