
NorthWestern
Energy

March 17, 2008

Ms, Patricia VanGerpen, Executive Director
S,D, Public Utilities Commission
State Capitol Building
500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501

Re: Rate 19 and Rate 56 Mercury Vapor changes,

Dear Ms. VanGerpen:

600 Market Street W
Huron, SD 57350
Telephone: (800) 245-6977
Facsimile: (605) 353-7560
www.northwestemenergy.com

With this letter, NorthWestern Corporation ("NorthWestern" or the "Company"), doing business
as NorthWestern Energy, is filing with the Commission revisions to its Rate 19 and Rate 56
tariffs. NorthWestern respectfully requests Commission approval of these proposed revisions to
its Electric Tariff.

Pursuant to ARSD 20:10:13:39, the Company states:

1. The documents submitted with this filing include:

Reddy Guard Rate 19
Reddy Guard Rate 19
Street Area Lights Rate 56
Street Area Lights Rate 56

Section No, 3, 7th revised Sheet No.8
Section No.3, 1st revised Sheet No, 8.1
Section No, 3, 3rd revised Sheet No. 25.1
Section No.3, 1st revised Sheet No. 25.2

2, The proposed effective date for the tariff revisions is May 1, 2008,

3, Brief description ofthe tariff changes:

In both the rate 19 and rate 56 tariff sheets, the Company is adding the language: "Due to the
U,S. Government Energy Act of 2005, after May 1, 2008, the Company will no longer install
Mercury Vapor fixtures for new installations." As of January 1, 2008, the Act prohibits the
manufacture or import ofMercury Vapor Ballasts, As the Company will no longer be able to
purchase the Mercury Vapor Fixtures, new install customers will need to install Fixtures other
than Mercury Vapor Fixtures. Our supplier indicates the Mercury Vapor bulbs may be
available through at least 2009.



4. Reasons for the proposed tariff changes:

See item 3.

5. Number of customers whose cost of service will be affected and annual changes in cost of
service to such customers.

The Company currently has approximately 4,400 customers using Mercury Vapor
Fixtures. As an example of the cost impact, the residential customer currently using a
175 Mercury Vapor would likely change to a 100 High Pressure Sodium to
approximate the same number oflumens. This would result in an increase of$1.69 per
month. The Company is developing plans for replacement of fixtures over several
years. The plan is dependent upon the length oftime the Mercury Vapor bulbs will be
available from the manufacturers, the desires of the customer and the required work­
load of the Company.

Sincerely,

~J()~
Jeff J. Decker
Regulatory Specialist



SOUTH DAKOTA ELECTRIC RATE SCHEDULE

NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY Section No.3
HURON ...!.7""h..!:R>!!e.!!vi~se'l!d!....___Sheet No.8
SOUTH DAKOTA Canceling 6'h Revised Sheet No.8

CLASS OF SERVICE: Reddy-Guard RATE NO. 19

APPLICABILITY
This schedule is available for outdoor lighting ofResidential, Commercial,

Industrial, Farm and rural areas and for street or highway lighting if regular street lighting
is not feasible.

TERRITORY
Company's Assigned Service Area.

RATE Nominal Rate Rate
Rating Per Month Per Month
In Watts Unmetered Metered

High Pressure Sodium Vapor 35 $3.19622 $2.90
50 $3.32325 $2.90

100 $5.02952 $4.00
150 S5.24555 $4.00
250 $7.42098 $5.20
400 $8.76245 $5.45

1000 $18.33081 $10.10

Mercury Vapor 175 $3.33768 $1.85
250 $4.22287 $2.30
400 $6.27156 $2.90

1000 $11.89056 $4.85

The "Unmetered" cost per lamp applies if the service to the Reddy-Guard unit is
not metered. The "Metered" cost per lamp applies if the kilowatt hour use is metered and
included with the Customer's service bill.

Adjustment Clauses
a. Adjustment Clause shall apply.
b. Tax Adjustment Clause shall apply.
c. Bill Crediting Program shall apply.

OTHER PROVISIONS

Due to the U.S. Government Energy Act of2005, after May 1, 2008, the (N)
Company will no longer install Mercury Vapor fixtures for new installations. (N)

Service will be furnished under the Company's General Terms and Conditions
and the following provisions:

(Continued)

Date Filed: March 17, 2008 Effective Date:--"M",a",v,-!I,,-• ...,20",0"'8 _

Jeff Decker
Issued by: Regulatory Specialist



SOUTH DAKOTA ELECTRIC RATE SCHEDULE

NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY Section No.3
HURON 1" Revised Sheet No. 8.1
SOUTH DAKOTA Canceling"_-"O,,r"'ig"'in""a!.!.I Sheet No. 8.1

CLASS OF SERVICE: Reddy-Guard

(continued)

RATE NO. 1.2

I. The lighting unit defined as a bracket and fixture, shall be installed on a pole (L)
or other facility approved by the Company. If the lighting unit is installed on the I
Customer's premise, the Customer shall furnish all facilities necessary to operate the I
lighting unit. The light shall be controlled automatically to provide dusk to dawn service. I

2. Maintenance and repair shall be provided during normal working hours by the
Company after notification by the Customer.

3. Electric service to Reddy-Guard lighting units installed on Company owned
facilities other than a distribution pole, shall be furnished under Rate Schedule No. 56.

Date Filed: March 17. 2008 Effective Date:---"M"'a!!Jv""1!.>.."'2"'00"'8'---- _

Jeff Decker
Issued by: Regulatory Specialist



SOUTH DAKOTA ELECTRIC RATE SCHEDULE

NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY
HURON 3rd Revised
SOUTH DAKOTA Canceling 2nd Revised

CLASS OF SERVICE: Company or Customer Owned Highway,
Street and Area Lighting Systems

(continued)

Section No.3
Sheet No.25.1
Sheet No.25.1

RATE NO. 56

Nominal Company Customer
Rating In Owned Rate Owned Rate
Watts Per Month Per Month

Distribution Pole Mounting
High Pressure Sodium Vapor 100 $5.02952 $1.02952

150 $5.24555 $1.44555
250 $7.42098 $2.22098
400 $8.76245 $3.31245
1000 $18.33081 $8.23081

Mercury Vapor 175 $3.33768 $1.48768
250 $4.22287 $1.92287
400 $6.27156 $3.37156
1000 $11.89056 $7.04056

Adjustment Clauses
a. Adjustment Clause shall apply.
b. Tax Adjustment Clause shall apply.
c. Bill Crediting Program shall apply.

OTHER PROVISIONS

Due to the U.S. Government Energy Act of 2005, after May I, 2008, the (N)
Company will no longer install Mercury Vapor fixtures for new installations. (N)

Service will be furnished under the Company's General Terms and Conditions and the
following provisions:

Company Owned

I. The Company shall install, own and operate the lighting system. The type and
kind ofluminaries and supports will comply with Company specifications.

2. The lamp shall be lighted and extinguished by a photo-electric control
furnished by the Company. The hours ofbuming shall be every night from dusk until
dawn.

(Continued)

Date Filed: March 17, 2008 Effective Date:,--",M~a""y-,I,,-."'20"-'0"'8 _

Jeff Decker
Issued by: Regulatory Specialist



SOUTH DAKOTA ELECTRIC RATE SCHEDULE

NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY Section No.3
HURON -=-_:-:-_--':-1'..JlR",e",v",is"e"d :Sheet No.25.2
SOUTH DAKOTA Canceling Original Sheet No.25.2

CLASS OF SERVICE: Company or Customer Owned Highway,
Street and Area Lighting Systems

(continued)

RATE NO. 56

3. Replacement oflamps due to ordinary burnout shall be made at Company
expense during regularly scheduled working hours.

4. Installations served pursuant to this rate schedule shall be unmetered.

5. Company will disconnect and reconnect the lighting systems as requested.
Billings for this service will not be less than the Customer Connection Charge. The
Customer will be billed the costs directly chargeable to the job unless that cost is less than
the Customer's Connection Charge.

Customer Owned

1. Customer shall install, own and maintain the lighting system consisting of the
poles, fixtures, and circuits up to the nearest point of attachment to Company's facilities
used to deliver power to Customer's system. The nearest point will be designated by the
Company.

2. At the Customer's request, the Company will perform maintenance work on
the Customer's lighting system. The Company's cost shall include all labor,
transportation and material cost directly chargeable to the job, which costs will be billed
to the Customer.

3. Company will disconnect and reconnect the lighting systems as requested.
Billings for this service will not be less than the Customer Connection Charge. The
Customer will be billed the costs directly chargeable to the job unless that cost is less than
the Customer Connection Charge.

4. Installations served pursuant to this rate schedule shall be unrnetered.

(L)
I
I
I

Date Filed: __--"M""a"'r""ch"-"'-17"'....2"'OO"'S'--_ Effective Date:,_----'M=ay"-"1.""2"'O"'O"'S _

Jeff Decker
Issued by: Regulatory Specialist








