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Re: in the Matter of the Complaing by Qak Tree Eneroy LLC against NovthWestern Enevey for vefusing

o enter into a Preschease Poseer Apreement - Daocker FLTLQ0S
Dear Counsel:

In response to your January 23 el asking NorthWestern Eneray o supplement ies discovery

responses, Fonclose

NorthWestern Eneray's Fourth Supplemenml Respanze ro Ouak Tree Enceray,
LLCTs Firse Combined Discovery Requests,

[n addition, vou asked for an unredacred version of the Burns & MeDowell srady thar was
preduced in response to REP 18, NorthWestern Encrey does nor have an uaredacred version of
the January 3, 2011, Big Srane Plant Pro Forma Feonomie Analysis = Modeling Results rom
Burng S MeDowell [NWE Q01284 - NWE 001296]. Oteer Tadl Power has declined ro provide an
unredacted version. I addition, NorthWestern Encrey mainrains its objections as set forth in our
vriginal response,

Finally, you asked for any analysis or data used ro develop a 20:yvear avoided cost analysis.
NorthWestern provided it avoided costanalysis to Oak Tree i ins response ro REP 22,
NarthWestern maingins irs posirion that longrerm estimates of avoided costs are unreliable, and
s ol the dare of dhis dereer, NorthWestern has not completed a 20vcar avaided cost anadyeis, As
incdivared in Bleaw Lalive s wstimony and Exhibic B]E-1, NorthWestern bas catimared s
incremental costs bevend 2006 by spreading the increased cost fram 2016 o 2023 unilormly ener
rhe period and by using Steve Lewis"s market extinvares foe 2073 w0 2032, There is no analvsis or
data beyond thar whicl: has been provided and explained. NoethWesrern also nuinnains i

position that it estiivared ineremental cost exceeds the costs chat i actaally will be able ro avoid by
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purchasing the outpur of the propozed Ouk Tree project because of the tacrors deseribed in Bleau

Lalsave's restimony,
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