T001-113

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF B
VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY D/B/A
© GOLDEN WEST COMMUNICATIONS,
INC. FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING
" ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL
. SERVICE SUPPORT e

Public Utilities Commission of the State of South Dakot: .

ANTE MEMORANDA
H
i
'i
{

HIATE PUBLISAING CO., PIEARE. SQUTH DAKOTA—IMLAD 6% §F1a130



BEFORE THE
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMAM

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF
VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL

SERVICE SUPPORT

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATION

Vivian Telephone Company d.b.a. Golden West Communications, inc. by 4

attorney hereby submits a Request for Certification o the Scuth i

Commission (“Commission”) seeking certification from the Commission purs

54.314. In support of this Request, Vivian Telephone Company ofl
1. On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (ECC) eel
relative to the federal universal service support mechanism for sursl com

(hereafter referenced as the “Fourteenth Report and Order™), in part, coditie

54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding

support that 1s received by rural incumbent local exchange irriees

telecommunications carriers providing service in rural seevige atens, Purs

g

21

that desire rural carriers within their jurisdiction to receive fmture foderal umive

L

support must file an annual certification with the FCC and the Universal Sorv

Company (“USAC”) stating that federal high cost suppert provided ¢

State will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading

for which the support is intended. This certification requirament s

federal universal service support, including support provided pursuant e 47

"CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report ar
Reconsideration, and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in €
Daocket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001




54.305, and/or 54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost leop =

switching support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support).

Commission files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

2. The certification required for rural carriers to receive foderal universal s

o

for all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed wit

1 the

¢

USAC on or before October 1, 2001. The certification may be presented to these on

form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify wh

are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and minst

carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, pwintenance. and

facilities and services for which the support is intended.

3. Vivian Telephone Company is a rural telephone company that b

designated by this Commission as an eligible telecommunications carrier.

provides local exchange telephone services, including all of the

included in the federal definition of universal service, te approxinmiely

within 1ts established rural service area in South Dakota.

4. This Commission has limited regulatory oversight over Vivian Telephone

and its provisioning of local exchange services. Under SDCL § 4%.3

service rates charged by telecommunications cooperatives, mumicipal telep!

independent telephone companies serving less than fifty thousand logad

not subject to the Commission’s ratemaking authority,

limited regulatory authority over rural carriers, the FOC has indicated tha 4

themselves initiate the certification process by presenting o plan to ensure ¢




requirement in 47 U.S.C. § 254(e) that universal service support will only be wsed for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the s

intended. Based on this filed plan, it is anticipated thai the State Commission may make the

appropriate certification to the FCC.?

5. The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Vivias Telephone

Company’s plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to sthierwise s

.x:; 2%2%}.&
Vivian Telephone Company will use all federal universal service support received in o sunner
that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 ULS.C, § 254,

0. In the process of determining whether federal universal service support is us

manner consistent with the Federal Communications Act, the “universal service principles”

established in Section 254(b) are instructive. That Section states that the FOU shall &

“policies for the preservation and advancement of universal service™ on certain, speci

identified principles:
(1) Quality services should be available at just, reasonable, and affordable rates.

(2) Access to advanced telecommunications and information services should he
provided in all regions of the Nation.

(3) Consumers in all regions of the Nation, including low-income consumers and
those in rural, insular, and high-cost arecas, should have
telecommunications and information services, including interexchangy
and advanced telecommunications and information services, that are reasonabiy
comparable to those services provided in urban arcas and that are available at
rates that are reasonably comparable to rates charged for stmilar services in wrban
areas. . . .

Ly

(6) Elementary and secondary schools and classrooms, heaith care providers, wad

libraries should have access to [certain] advanced telecommunications services, |

? Fourteenth Report and Order, 9 188.

Gk



7. The FCC has declined to dictate specifically how the states should ensure that carmers

k23

are using federal universal service support consistent with the federal law, but has offered
examples of how the support can be used to appropriately further universal service goals. The

FCC has stated:

[A] state could [use the federal support to] adjust intrastate rates, or otherwise
direct carriers to use the federal support to replace implicit intrastate universal
service support to high cost rural areas . . ..

A state could also require carriers to use the federal support to upgrade facilities
in rural areas to ensure that services provided in those arcas are reasonably
comparable to services provided in urban areas of the state.’

8. The FCC provided the above examples as illustrative and not exhaustive examples of
how support can be used consistent with Section 254(e). Qther uses are appropriste provided the
State Commission believes they are consistent with the federal universal service peinciples
contained in Section 254,

9. Vivian Telephone Company as a designated eligible telecommunications carrier b

received federal universal service support in the past and expects to receive support during

calendar year 2002. As of this time, specific support amounts the Company should rocore

2002 have not yet been identified by USAC. The Company, however, offers the following

. . . .4
estimates concerning the support it expects to receive :

High-Cost Loop Support $2.400,000
Local Switching Support (DEM Weighting) S 750,000
Safety Net Additive Support 5 {
Safety Valve Support § 0

* Ninth Report and Order and Eighteenth Order on Reconsideration in CC Docket No. 9644 fin the Moty ¢
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service), FCC 99-306, & 96, November 2. 1999

* 1t should be noted that Long Term Support amounts are not referenced because the FOO has indicated s ¢ «
deal with certification under 47USC Section 254(e) for these amounts. See 1dth Repart and Order foatses
446,




10. For calendar year 2002, Vivian Telephone Company intends to make the fullowing
network facility and equipment investments:
General Support Facilities
Lesterville, Avon and Bonesteel exchanges -
Standby Generators
COE Switching:
Murdo, Reliance Gregory and Bonestee! exchanges -
New Remote Switches off DMS-10
All exchanges - Monitoring System
COE Transmission (Local and Joint Use)
Cable & Wire Facilities (Local and Joint Use)
West Bonesteel exchange upgrade ~
80 route miles fiber and copper in local loop
AFC electronics
Murdo exchange upgrade —
230 route miles fiber and copper in local loop
AFC electronics
All exchanges —
Work order activity
Additional upgrades
1. In providing local exchange telecommunications services, Vivian Telephons

Company will also incur other costs. In 2002, these costs will include:



Plant Specific

Plant Non-Specific

Corporate Operations

Operating Taxes

12, Vivian Telephone Company estimates that the total costs described above relating to
its planned network facility and equipment investments and other ¢xpenses to be incurred in
providing local exchange telecommunications services will exceed $9.500,000.

13. Consistent with the universal service principles sel forth in the federal law and also
the recent FCC orders referenced herein, Vivian Telephone Company will use federal universal
service amounts received in 2002 (estimated in paragraph 9 herein) to offsct a portion of these
total costs. This use of federal universal service support will enable Vivian Telephone Conmpuny
to: (1) maintain rates for its local exchange services that are affordable and reasonably
comparable to rates being charged for the same services in urban areas: and (2) to upgrade #s
telecommunications facilities and equipment as necessary to meet evolving service requiremesnts
and maintain high quality service. The use of federal universal service support for these
purposes is clearly consistent with the federal universal service provisions.

14. Based on all of the foregoing information and also the Affidavit of Grorge Strandell,
attached as Exhibit A, Vivian Telephone Company requests that this Commission issue an
appropriate certification to the FCC and USAC indicating that Vivian Telephone Company is in
compliance with 47 U.S.C. § 254(e) and should receive all federal universal service support
determined for distribution to the Company in 2002. In order to ensure that this certification is
issued to the FCC prior to October 1, 2001, Vivian Telephone Company would further ask the

Commission to expedite the process that is initiated based on this fi ling.



Dated this __ / 7 & day of August, 2001.

Daree fotoya 42,
KZ WL ) 65"{[1%—&:—-/ ﬁc"'{m!\,\f/
Darla Pollman Rogers

MEYER & ROGERS

320 East Capitol Avenue

P.O.Box 1117

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

Attomey for Vivian Telephone Company



EXHIBIT A

AFFIDAVIT

As an authorized corporate officer of Vivian Telephone Company, 1, George Strandell
bereby affirm familiarity with and an understanding of the requirements of the Federal
Communications Act of 1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with respect
i the recetpt of any federal universal service funds received as high-cost loop support, local
switching support, safety net additive support, and/or safety valve support and hereby affirm that
any such support amounts received by Vivian Telephone Cornpany will be used only for the
prevwiston, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended

eonststent with 47 U.S.C. § 254(e).

Mooy o dotl

George Sﬁ‘andcll, General Manager

Subseribed and Sworn to before me this 15th day of August, 2001.
NOTARY PUBLIC (, g ;,C\\)L\J%W

Comunission expires March 17, 2007




South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of August 16, 2001 through August 22, 2001

i you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please contact
Onlaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-3808

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

CEN-002 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Dale Riedlinger, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, against
Xcel Energy Regarding Poor Maintenance Service.

fmmary stiates that on or about May 21, 2001, Xcel Energy had a tree trimming company come to their area
it rees. Complainant states that when the company trimmed there tree in the front yard of their
 trae was destroyed by cutting the tree half off. Complainant states that their are only two customers in
rhaod that do not have buried cable. Complainant inquired about the line being buried and was talgd

13

Anplyst Mary Healy
sunrney  iKelly Frazier
¢ Docketed 08/ 20/01
rigremntion Deadling: N/A

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

T4 In the Matter of the Request of Baitic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, Inc
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Baltic Telecom Cooperative and its subsidiary East
Paing Telecom, Inc's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Baltic
Tetecom Cooperative and its subsidiary East Plains Telecom, Inc. will use all federal universal service support
gl m a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254,

i Analyst Marlan Best

wff Atlorney. Karen Cremer

x Diocketed. 08/16/01
starvention Deadhines 08/31/01

TOOt-142 In the Watter of the Request of Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

e purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority's
n for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
rphong Authority will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the
fedeenl anwarsal senice provisions of 47 (1.5.C. Section 254.

Harian Best
“aren Cremer
0817101




Fanplyst Harlan Best

st Aflorney: Karen Cremer
Uate Docketad: 08/20/01
svention Deadline: 08/31/01

Tooi-118 in the Matter of the Request of Kadoka Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Kadoka Telephone Company's plan for the use of
gedgral universal service support and to otherwise verify that Kadoka Telephone Company will use all federat

Bisal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
FUL.C Section 254,

Safl Analyst Harlan Best

a#fl Altnrmey: Karen Cremer
liocketed: 08/20/01
wvention Deadline: 08/31/01

TOO-118 I the Matter of the Request of Valley Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Valley Telephone Company's plan for the use of its
federat universal service support and to otherwise verify that Valley Telephone Company will use all federal

5l sarvice support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of

47 180 Section 254,

intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCH-120 {n the Matter of the Request of Mount Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randali

Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support,

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Mt. Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort
Randall Telephone Company's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that
Mt Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall Telephone Company will use all federal universal service

suppart received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section
et
Ay

sl Analyst, Harlan Best
Attprey: Karen Cremer

Uit Docketed: 08/20/01

infervention Deadline; 08/31/01

b

%
%

T 121 in the Matter of the Request of Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, Inc. and SANCOM, Inc. for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Thie purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, Inc./Sancom,
Inn's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Sanborn Telephone



Coupsrative will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
yritversal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Biafl Analyst. Harlan Best
Staff Atlorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

ToOt-126 in the Matter of the Request of West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting West River Telecommunications Cooperative's
{Mobridge) plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that West River
Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) will use all federal universal service support received in 8 manner
that is consistent with the federal universatl service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254,

Siaff Anglyst. Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
[Jate Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TROT-127 In the Matter of the Request of Midstate Communications, Inc. for Certification Regarding
its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Midstate Communications, inc.'s plan for the use of
its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Midstate Communications, Inc. wiit use ail federal

universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
AT U.S.C. Section 254,

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
Irtgrvention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-128 in the Matter of the Request of Tri-County Telecom, Inc. for Certification Regarding its Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Tri-County Telecom, Inc.'s pian for the use of its
faderal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Tri-County Telecom, Inc. will use all federal universal

gapvine supporl received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 11.8.C.
Lt I
Hegtion 254,

Staff Analyst Harlan Best
Staff Attorney:. Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
infervention Deadtine: 08/31/01

TOO1-128 in the Matter of the Request of McCook Cooperative Telephone Company for Cartification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpese of this filing is to provide information constituting McCook Cooperative Telephone Company's plan
Inr the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that McCock Cooperative Telephone



The purpase of this filing is to pravide information constituting Sioux Valley Telephone Company's plan for the use
of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Sioux Valley Telephone Company will use aff
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254,

Staff Analyst Harlan Best
Siaff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/21/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-134 In the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative’s plan for the
use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Dickey Rura! Telephone Cooperalive wil
use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federat universal service
provisions of 47 U.5.C. Section 254.

Staif Analyst. Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed. 08/22/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-135 In the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Communications, lnc. for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Dickey Rurai Communizations, Inc.'s plan for the
use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Dickey Rural Communications, ing. will use
all federal universal service support received in a manrier that is consistent with the federal universal service
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst. Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/22/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCOo1-136 In the Matter of the Request of Farmers Mutua! Telephone Company for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Farmers Mutual Telephone Company's plan for the
use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Farmers Mutual Telephone Campany witt
use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal sesvive
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/22/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TLO4-137 in the Matter of the Request of RT Gommunications, Inc. for Certification Regarding its Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting RT Communications. Inc.'s plan for the use of s



Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attermey: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed; 008/22/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

You may receive this listing and other PUC publications via our website or viz internet el
You may subscribe or unsubscribe to the PUC mailing lists at http:/iwww.state.sd. usipucs



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKQOTA

iIN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY DI/IB/A ) CERTIFICATION
GOLDEN WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR )

CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) TCO1-113
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT }

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural cartiers. ' This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, cmﬂ fios at 47
& C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding fedsral
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local amhamg& SArTIES
and/for eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to recawe
future federal universal service support must file an annual cerification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal hi mh f:;e:»*r.t
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the pravisio
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54,301, 54.305, andfor
54 307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loap support, local i&wll@:»_ﬂ?
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the fulure if the State Commussion
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal umversal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2001 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAGC on or before October 1, 2001. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 17, 2001, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission}
received a filing from Vivian Telephone Company d/b/a Golden West Communications,
inc. (Company) regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal
Universal Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information

‘CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket Wo. oa~-:’
and Order, Twenty Second Order on_ Reconsi
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Dockal NO.
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC &1-15
2001.




constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and tc
otherwise verify that Company will use all federal universal service support received in &
manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.5.C. § 254,
As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from
USAC as well as its estimated costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of
facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 23, 2001, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 31, 2001, to interested individuals and entities
Mo parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 7, 2001. the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26.
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is siigible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Hts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support,

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 7 ﬁ_“_ day of September, 2001,

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this e P ,_ f,a"'
document has been served today upon all parties of o ‘} /,f K ”/3
record in thus docket, as listed on the docket service / oy / g {,
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, n properly (N //ﬁ}f Z,Ey"‘;fjf o «‘", A 23
addressed en/velopes with charges preﬁxald thereon. J AMES A BURG (.ph 31 man é(,_,}y
}7 I
L [ g .
By / ‘Luwfluf/ "?/&'L( /L{ % A
Dete /; ol 2 / / PAM NELSO\ Cam sioner
(OFFICIAL SEAL)

[\



Capitol Office
Telephons ($05)1773-3201
FAX (605)773-380¢

Trapsportation/
Warehonse Division
Tehephone (605)773-3280
FAX (808)773-3225

Copsusner Hotline
1-8060-332-1782

TTY Through
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Internet Website
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Jim Burg
Chairman
Pain Nelson
Viea-Chairman

Debra Elofsen
Executive Director

Harlan Best
Martin C. Beftmann
Suve Cichos
Karen E. Cremer
Christopher W, Downs
Terry Emerson
Michele M., Farris
Haslette Fischbach
Heather K. Forney
Kelly D. Frazier
Mury Giddings
Lemi Healy
Mury Healy
Lisa Hull
Dpve Jacobson
Arny Kayser
Jennifer Kirk
Boh Knadie
Belaine Kotbo
Charlene Lund
Gregory 4. Rislov
Keith Senger
Rolayne Allts Wiest
&

September 25, 2001

Ms. Magalie R. Salas

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12th St. S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Ms. Irene Flannery

Universal Service Administrative Company
2120 L Street N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20037

RE: CC Docket No. 968-45, CC Docket No. 00-258, Fourteenth Repart angd
Order. Twenty Second Order on Recornsideration. and Further Motics of
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45.and Repori ang Qedar in

A IERE:

CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers
Dear Ms. Salas and Ms. Flannery:

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) hereby states that 1
following rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunizatior
carriers within its jurisdiction have been ceriified to receive support pursuant 1o <
CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307 and /or part 36, subpart F. The carriars liste
below filed requests for certification with the Commission which support the
affirmations that all federal high-cost support provided to them will be ussd ondy f
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which ¢
support is intended. The Commission has granted certification to the followir
companies:

Armour Independent Telephone Company

Battic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, Inc.
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesola, Inc.
City of Brookings Municipal Telephone

Consolidated Telcom

Dakota Community Telephone





