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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY ) ORDER GRANTING 
NORTHERN VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS, LLC ) PETITION FOR EXTENSION 
FOR AN EXTENSION OF AN EXEMPTION ) AND APPROVAL OF 
FROM DEVELOPING COMPANY SPECIFIC ) TARIFF; ORDER GRANTING 
COST-BASED SWITCHED ACCESS RATES ) JOINT MOTION FOR 

1 APPROVAL OF 
1 SETTLEMENT 
) STIPULATION; AND ORDER 
) APPROVING SETTLEMENT 
1 STIPULATION 
1 TC05-I 97 

On June 5, 1998, the Commission granted Northern Valley Communications, LLC (NVC) a 
Certificate of Authority to provide local exchange services in South Dakota. On September 13, 
1999, NVC filed for a three year exemption from filing cost-based switched access rates and for 
approval of its intrastate switched access Tariff No. I, which was granted on October20, 1999. On 
October 21, 2002, NVC filed for an extension of an exemption from filing cost-based switched 
access rates, which was granted on December 2,2002. On December I, 2005, NVC filed for an 
extension of an exemption from filing cost-based switched access rates. 

On December 8, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and the 
intervention deadline of December23,2005, to interested individuals and entities. On Febnrary24, 
2006, the Commission received a memorandum from staff. On May 19, 2006, the Commission 
received a Joint Motion for Approval of Settlement Stipulation, Settlement Stipulation and 
memorandum from staff. 

The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 49-31, 
specifically 49-31-18 and 49-31-19 and ARSD Chapters 20:10:27 through 20:10:29, inclusive. 

On May 23, 2006, at its regularly scheduled meeting, the Commission considered NVC's 
request. The Commission also considered the Joint Motion for Approval of Settlement Stipulation 
and Settlement Stipulation. The,Commission voted to grant the extension of an exemption from 
developing company specific cost-based switched access rates pursuant to ARSD 20:10:27:11. 
The Commission also granted NVC's request to waive ARSD 20:10:27:12 and partial waiver of 
ARSD 20:10:27:07 pursuant to ARSD 20:10:27:02. The Commission approved NVC's intrastate 
switched access tariff no. 1 as set forth in the Settlement Stipulation. The Commission also voted to 
approve the Settlement Stipulation. The Commission voted to grant the petition for an extension of 
an exemption as conditioned and approve the tariff. It is therefore 

ORDERED, that the Joint Motion for Approval of Settlement Stipulation is granted; and it is 
further 

ORDERED,' that the Settlement Stipulation is approved; and it is further 

ORDERED, that NVC's request for an extension of an exemption from establishing company 
specificcost-based switched access rates is granted and its intrastate switched access tariff no.1 is 
approved, ail subject to and in conformity with the Settlement Stipulation which is incorporated 
herein by reference and attached hereto. 
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BY ORDER OFT C MMISSION: 

-- 
ROBERT K. SAHR, Chairman 

- 
DUSTIN M. J ~ N s O N ,  Comhissioner 


