BEFORE THE
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF THE
APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF AN

2
AMENDMENT TO THE CERTIFICATE ; RESPONS%SETQ%EF;‘?:‘ 7S DATA
OF AUTHORITY OF VENTURE ) (FIRST SET)
COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE, )
INC. AND FOR WAIVER OF CERTAIN ) TC14-087

REQUIREMENTS OF A.R.S.D.

20:10:32:03

Venture Communications Cooperative (“Venture”), by and through its attorney, responds

to Staff’s Data Requests (First Set) as follows:

1-1)

1-2)

1-3)

What, if any. affect will the merger have on the companies’ ETC status and annual
ETC filings?

Venture anticipates no affect on the companies’ ETC status, as Western will maintain its
separate study area. The filings may be consolidated into one docket in the future, with
separate Exhibits for each study area.

What are the requirements for membership to Venture Communications
Cooperative and will a new customer from Western Telephone Company be able to
become a patron of the cooperative?

A member of Venture must have a written application on file and purchase
telecommunications services from the Company. Yes, a new customer from Western will
automatically be made a member following the merger (just as a new Venture customer
is).

Has any of the required information enumerated in ARSD 20:10:32:03 changed
from the time when the information was initially submitted?

Information required by ARSD 20:10:32:03 that may have changed since originally
submitted is enumerated below:

20:10:32:03(1): Applicant’s name changed in 2002 from Sully Buttes Telephone
Cooperative, Inc. to Venture Communications Cooperative, Webpage URL is
www.venturecomme.net, Email is venture@venturecomm.net.

20:10:32:03(4): Venture’s current registered agent is:

Darla Pollman Rogers
319 S Coteau Street
Pierre, SD 57501

s



20:10:32:03(8): Venture offers the following services: CPE, custom calling features,
ISP, Voicemail, high speed internet (Rushnet), IPTV video, TV Anywhere, Ethernet,
home and office monitoring services, telephone assistance programs, local and long
distance service.

20:10:32:03(9): Venture’s service area includes the following exchanges: Blunt, Bowdle,
Britton, Gettysburg, Harrold, Highmore, Hitchcock, Hoven, Langford, Lebanon, Onaka,
Onida, East Onida, West Onida, Pierpont, Ree Heights, Roscoe, Rosholt, Roslyn, Selby,
Seneca, Sisseton, Tolstoy, Wessington, and Wessington Springs.

New exchanges to be added as a result of this merger: Faulkton, Cresbard, and Orient.

20:10:32:03(16): Venture has a certificate of authority in South Dakota and North
Dakota.

Dated this 34 day of December, 2014.

Respectfully submitted,
Darla Pollman Rogers v

Margo D. Northrup

Riter, Rogers, Wattier & Northrup, LLP

PO Box 280

Pierre, SD 57501

Attorney for Venture Communications Cooperative



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of Responses to Staff’s Data
Requests (First Set) was sent by electronic notice to the following:

Ms. Patricia Van Gerpen

Executive Director

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 E. Capitol Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501
patty.vangerpen(@state.sd.us

Ms. Karen Cramer

Staff Attorney

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 E. Capitol Ave

Pierre, SD 57501.

karen.cramer(@state.sd.us

Dated this 3.4 day of December, 2014.

[¥8)

Mr. Joseph Rezac

Staff Analyst

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 E. Capitol Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501
joseph.rezac(@state.sd.us

Mr. Randy Houdek

General Manager

Western Telephone Company
P.O. Box 157

Highmore, SD 57345-0157
rhoudek@venturecomm.net
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Darla Pollman Rogers




