BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY ) ORDER APPROVING TARIFF

NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE ) REVISIONS
COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF TARIFF )
REVISIONS ) NG01-009

On August 29, 2001, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) received a filing
from NorthWestern Public Service Company (NWPS) for approval of revisions to its 5th
Revised Sheet No. 6.2 of Section No. 5 of NWPS' filed Natural Gas Tariff, According to
the filing, "This filing is made to comply with the fuel retention provisions of Paragraph 7
of the Gas Transportation Tariff General Terms and Conditions. Those provisions call for
the retention percentage for NWPS' South Dakota distribution system to be adjusted
annually, to be effective October 1, based on the actual percentage incurred by NWPS for
the prior 12 month period ending July 31. The new fuel retention percentage proposed to
be effective October 1, 2001 is 1.38%. This is a decrease of 0.48% from the currently
effective retention percentage of 1.86%."

The proposed revised tariff is Section No. 5, 6th Revised Sheet No. 6.2, Cancelling
5th Revised Sheet No. 6.2.

At its regularly scheduled meeting on September 18, 2001, the Commission
considered this matter. Commission Staff recommended approval.

The Commission finds that it has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL 49-
34A-4 and 49-34A-6. The Commission further finds that the filing is just and reasonable
and shall be approved. As the Commission's final decision in this matter. it is therefore

ORDERED, that the above mentioned proposed tariff is approved and is effective
for service rendered on and after October 1, 2001.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 277 % day of September, 2001.
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